Cytochemical classification of nonpalpable breast carcinoma.
A stereotaxic needle biopsy technique makes it possible to obtain diagnostic cytologic material from nonpalpable breast lesions down to sizes of 2 to 3 mm in diameter. Considering the high correlation between the type of DNA distribution pattern and patient survival demonstrated in palpable breast carcinomas, cytophotometric DNA measurements were performed on smear preparations from nonpalpable tumors. In a series of 30 consecutive nonpalpable breast carcinomas, the same types of DNA profiles as shown in palpable tumors were found. This indicates that malignancy grading of breast carcinomas by cytochemical means can be performed on stereotaxic needle biopsy material and that an improved prognostic evaluation may be expected by the use of the methods described. This should result in a better therapeutic approach to patients with nonpalpable breast tumors.